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Angeles and soon added thirty-five more acres. On this farm he 
lived until 1868, when he pre-empted 160 acres, where he lived, 
southwest of Los Angeles City, and erected a new residence near the 
La Dow schoolhouse. In i860 he married Miss Harriet Dorman 
of Stanford, Maine, and they have one daughter, Hattie M., who 
has recently graduated at the Los Angeles high school. It is alto- 
gether proper in this connection to state that Mr. La Dow's sons by 
his first wife are very successful business men. Charles is an in- 
ventor and machinist, well known throughout the country. He is 
at Albany, N. Y., has accumulated wealth and recently beautified 
the old homestead in New York. John is an inventor, now located 
in Denver. Mr. La Dow gave one acre of land to the school dis- 
trict in which he lived and which was named in his honor the La 
Dow district, and he has been a trustee of the district twelve years 
and upwards. He was the first person to take water for irrigating 
purposes to that locality, which had a very beneficial effect on the 
material prosperity of the community living there." 

It is ten years since the above sketch was written. Mr. La Dow 
was one of the best citizens of Los Angeles county and lived a quiet 
life on his place up to his death. 

H. D. BARROWS, 
GEO. W. HAZARD, 
F. W. PESCHKE, 

Committee. 



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MR. E. N. McDONALD. 

Once more our Society of Pioneers is called upon to mourn the 
loss of one of its members, one highly honored and respected — Mr. 
E. N. McDonald of Wilmington. 

Edward Nathaniel McDonald was born in Oswego, New York, 
May 9th, 1832. He was of Scotch-Irish parentage and son of Colon 
and Jane Winslow McDonald. He was the youngest of eleven 
children. 

When twelve years old he went to Canada, where he remained 
until he wag sixteen years old, when he returned to Washington 
county, New York, where he learned the blacksmith trade. He cam'e 
to California, arriving in San Francisco October 17th, 1853, and 
in San Pedro the 25th of the same month. He worked at black- 
smithing for Alexander & Banning until 1858, when he went into 
the mercantile business at San Pedro. Soon after he moved his 
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stock of goods to Wilmington, where he sold out and entered the 
employ of Banning & Company as superintendent of the building 
of wharves and warehouses, etc. In 1859 i^ company with S. H. 
Wilson, he went into the sheep raising business on Catalina Island 
and continued in that business until 1862, when, by the dry season 
and low prices he lost all his property. Commencing again at the 
foot of the ladder, he entered the employment of Banning & Co., as 
wagon master, and soon had general charge of their freight business 
and workshops, where he continued until after the civil war. In 
1865 he engaged in the butcher business in Wilmington. October 
19, 1865, Mr. McDonald married Miss Mary Hamilton Winslow of 
\Vashington county, New York. In 1866 he went to Arizona to fill 
a government contract, where he netted $15,000 in one year. Re- 
turning to his home in Wilmington in 1867, he invested his money 
i'l land and sheep with good success, and continued in the sheep busi- 
ness for fourteen years. From 1886 to 1890, during the land boom, 
he sold much of his land at a large profit, and invested largely in 
Los Angeles city property. In 1876 he built the McDonald block 
on North Main street, Los Angeles. In 1892 he built another block 
across the street from the first one. During the later years of his 
life he was engaged in the grain business, and built several fine ware- 
houses for storing grain. He was the principal stockholder and pres- 
ident of the Globe Mills, of which he was justly proud. In speaking 
of this mill he would say "The Globe Mill makes the best flour in 
California," and so it does. He spared no pains nor cost in the 
building material and machinery for the mill, and always used the 
best of wheat for the flour. He was a man of good business habits, 
temperate in all things. He had the confidence and respect of all 
with whom he had dealings. Though he was mild mannered and 
quiet he had strong convictions of right and wrong between man 
and man. He paid strict attention to his own business, and very 
little attention to the business of others, unless it conflicted with 
his. He was shrewd and straightforward in business and honest 
to the core. His heart was as pure and tender as a child, and his 
influence was ever cast on the side of justice, and especially so for 
the unfortunate and needy. His friends will miss him and mourn 
their loss, his enemies did not know him. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald 
had two sons, Winfred Savage, born March ist, 1871, died June 
22d, 1896; Ransom Waldon, born October 26th, 1872, died Novem- 
ber 26th, 1886. Mr. McDonald amassed quite a large fortune, val- 
ued at about $160,000. He died after a lingering illness, at his 
home in Wilmington, June loth, 1899, leaving no descendants to 
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enjoy the benefit of his success business career, his wife alone sur- 
viving him. To his devoted wife we extend our deepest sympathy. 

M. F. QUINN, 

MATTHEW TEED, 
H. D. BARROWS, 

Committee. 
Dated September 5th, 1899. 

FRANCIS BAKER. 

To the Officers and Members of the Pioneers of Los Angeles 
County, California: Your committee appointed upon learning of 
the death of our respected fellow member, Francis Baker, who died 
in the city of Los Angeles, California, on the 17th day of May, 1899, 
would respectfully report : That our esteemed fellow member was 
born in New Bedford, Mass., October 28th, 1828; his parental an- 
cestors for several generations were natives of Massachusetts. His 
mother, a Green, traced her ancestry back to Dr. John Green, of 
Salisbury, England, who came to America in 1 736, and who, in com- 
pany with Roger Williams, bought Rhode Island from Miantonomi, 
the Indian chief, and founded the town of Warwick in that state. 
General Nathaniel Green of the Revolutionary war was a descendant 
of this same Dr. Green. Francis Baker, our comrade, at the age 
of 16 years, went on a whaling voyage to the Indian ocean. On his 
return in 1849 he shipped around Cape Horn for California, arriv- 
ing in San Francisco in September of that year. He went to the 
mines on the Stanislaus and worked for a time. He came to Los 
Angeles in September of the following year. His life in Los An- 
geles of nearly fifty years was crowded with stirring incidents, both 
of a public and personal nature. He served as deputy under Sheriff 
Getman and shot down the desperado Reed, who killed Getman, Jan. 
8, 1858. From 1868 to 1870 he was deputy under City Marshal 
William C. Warren, who was killed by Joe Dye Nov. 1870, and was 
elected City Marshal in December, 1870, to fill the vacancy in the 
office caused by the death of Marshal Warren. He was elected City 
Tax Collector the two years next following. 

In 1 86 1 Mr. Baker clerked for V. Beaudry, sutler of the two 
companies of dragoons stationed in Los Angeles, of which Captain 
(afterwards General) Davidson was commander, and Captain (af- 
terwards General) W. S. Hancock was quartermaster. In 1871 Mr. 
Baker married Hannah K. Ryals, who died in May, 1887, leaving no 
children. Mr. Baker leaves two sisters — Mrs. Cornelia G. 



